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Welcome and Adoption Toolkit 

Getting Help 
This booklet offers help and advice to those giving a home to a rescue greyhound or 
lurcher (collectively known as ‘sighthounds’ in this booklet). The sections contain 
essential information, which will help you settle your dog in to his or her new home. 
Do take time to read each section in turn - they contain important details, including 
legal requirements. We have deliberately kept each short and to the point, so that 
you will be able to find time to read them.  

If you experience any problems with settling your new dog, please check the 
following sections to see if the answers to your questions are there. If not, please 
phone your Home Visitor or our Helpline on 0300 0123 999.  Many of our members 
have a wealth of experience of working with sighthounds and are always willing to 
advise, support and suggest ways that will help your dog settle into his new home.  
Please don’t wait until things get to crisis point and don’t worry that we may think 
that your concerns are silly or not important.  Inevitably there will be ups and downs 
and though some dog behaviour techniques can be highly effective most dogs just 
need time and a calm consistent approach from you to transform their lives. 

The dog you adopt from us is yours for the rest of his life and it is your responsibility 
to keep him healthy and happy and to make decisions about his day to day care. He 
will become one of your family. On the day when the end comes, it is for you to 
make that sad, final decision and any arrangements. However if something happens 
to you, he must be returned to Greyhound Rescue Wales (GRW). He must not be 
passed on to anyone else.  In order for us to keep in touch, please inform us of any 
address changes.  

Bringing Your New Dog Home  
Your new dog may never have lived in a house before. Everything will be new and 
strange. Imagine you have just landed from the moon and see televisions, glass 
doors, vacuum cleaners and mirrors for the first time. Naturally, it will take your dog 
some time to settle down.  

The best way to help is to be calm and to give him time to explore without 
making any demands on him. Please never get cross with him if he does 
something you don’t like. This booklet will help you to understand how 
best to deal with those situations. He is not being naughty; he is just 
coping with huge changes the best way he knows how.  
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When you first arrive home, take your dog on the lead into the garden to the place 
you want him to use for a toilet and wait with him (for however long it takes) until he 
performs. Praise him immediately - a titbit would be nice - and then take him to 
explore the garden boundaries before going indoors.  

With the help of your Home Visitor, you should have designated a safe, quiet, warm 
place to put a soft, thick bed down for your dog. It is a good idea to have a chew or a 
pig’s ear waiting for him on the bed so that he naturally goes there for comfort. 
However, if you already have another dog this is not safe to do. Most spats between 
dogs happen over food.  

Respect his space when he is in his bed and make it a ‘no go’ area for children. He 
needs somewhere to chill out when it all gets too much for him. Resist the urge to 
keep calling him, and especially ask children to leave him in peace on his first day.  

Keep a close watch on your dog so that you can start toilet training straight away. 
Dogs will not foul in their bed area unless they are very stressed. In kennels, they 
will naturally use the outdoor run. But in your house they have no idea where to go.  
So, he should be taken outside:  
 
 Every 3 hours  
 If you see your dog mooching around restlessly  
 If you have just fed your dog  
 If he has just woken up  
 

Put him on the lead, take him to the designated toilet place in 
the garden and stay with him (however long it takes) until he 
has performed. Praise/reward him and take him for a little 
walk round as a reward too, before you go back in. The better 
you are at doing this, the quicker a dog will learn. It is all 
down to you. It can be done in 48 hours if you work hard 
enough at it, though some dogs take longer to learn than 
others.  

NEVER scold or punish your dog for going to the toilet in the 
house. He is not being naughty — he simply doesn’t 
understand what you want yet and will respond by learning to 
do it when you are not looking, which also means that he may 
stop doing it when you are outside with him.  
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The First Night  
Dogs will respect your space more if they do not share your 
bedroom with you. It will also help them learn that there are 
times when you can’t be with them and they must settle on 
their own. Do expect that you will have an interrupted night. 
It may pay to explain to your neighbours and ask them to 
bear with you this first night. Before you go to bed, take him 
out for his last toilet visit. Take him on the lead. At kennels 
the dogs are kept warm at night using heat lamps, so they 
are often not used to going out in complete darkness and 
will easily panic. For this reason it often helps if, at first, you 
leave a little night light on in the room where he sleeps.  

Although your dog may have a soft warm bed, be aware that 
sighthounds have thin coats and their backs soon get cold. If 
it is winter and the heating goes off at night, he will be cold. 
Covering him with a blanket will not work, as dogs turn 
round in the night just like we do but they don’t have hands 
to catch hold of the bedding and take it with them like we do. 
On cold nights your dog will need a warm fleece, which you 
can get from  several greyhound merchandising websites. 

Don’t make a fuss when you leave him for the night. You could leave him with 
something to chew, if he is not sharing with another dog. It is usually best to keep 
dogs that are new to each other in separate rooms for the first few nights (or use an 
indoor kennel for one of them) until you know they will live in harmony.  

If he cries, try to ignore him. If you go down when he cries or scratches the door he 
will know that this is the best way to make you come to him, and he will never settle. 
If you have a dog that really won’t settle after an hour or two, you may feel the need 
to come down and sleep with him, or take him up with you for a few nights but do not 
chat to him or comfort him. That will make it fun and he will want you to do it again. 
Simply be there for him but do not give him any contact. How well you manage on 
the first night will set the pattern for the future. After all, he slept on his own in 
kennels, so he is used to being alone at night. Please don’t get cross with him. He is 
crying because he is distressed and bewildered and you will make him feel worse.  

Sighthounds have small digestive systems and occasionally find it difficult to go 
through the night without a toilet visit. Here are some tips to help you with dogs that 
wake you up in the night.  
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 Is he cold?  Put a fleece on him  

 Is he scared? — Leave him a night light and a quiet radio, close the curtains.  

 Does he need the loo? — Water down his last meal and he will drink less 
before bed  

 Did he really spend his last night let-out wisely? — Go out with him. If you put 
him out, he may just stand by the back door till you let him in again. Wait with 
him till you have seen him perform  

If you take him out 2 or 3 times during the evening, getting up and going out often 
makes him more likely to ‘off load’ before bedtime.  

Feeding Your Dog 
Sighthounds tend to do well on complete diets. Some find high protein diets too rich 
and some diets can make some dogs ‘hyper’. Take time to find out what suits your 
dog best. Be aware though, that sudden changes of diet will probably give your dog 
diarrhoea and he may suffer from that when he first experiences the changes that 
being in a new home brings.  

 
Having a small digestive system, your dog will do best on two meals a day. As a 
rough guide the total daily intake for a small sighthound is about 350 grams and for 
a larger one, about 400 grams but, like us, they vary individually and you need to 
keep an eye on your dog’s condition and adjust the food accordingly. Use the chart 
to the right.  

1. You should be able to feel but not see three vertebra.  

2. You should be able to feel but not see the hip bones on either side. 

3. You should be able to feel but not see three ribs.  

Your dog will need a raised food bowl. Deep-chested dogs find it difficult to eat at 
floor level. Your local pet shop should be able to provide a raised stand. Make sure 

your dog has access to clean water at all times. If his coat is 
dull, it will soon improve if you add a dessert spoonful of oily 
fish twice a week (pilchards or sardines — not tuna as it is 
canned in brine rather than oil). Or you can give evening 
primrose oil instead.  
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Please remember that dogs do not steal. Steal is a word from the human 
vocabulary. If you leave food where your dog can reach it he will naturally mop it up! 

Rescue Dogs and Food  
A rescue dog may have been starved or lived on the streets. Dogs like this face the 
fear of death through starvation every day. We have no idea what that must feel like. 
They can become very possessive/greedy about food. If this is not handled properly, 
aggression over food may develop and may have sad repercussions for both owner 
and dog.  

Please follow these rules to help your dog learn to be around food safely.  

1. If, when you are preparing food for yourself or the dog, he tries to jump up 
and snatch it, always move your body firmly between him and the food to 
block his way. Do not look at him or say anything, as this can be 
confrontational.  

2. Keep everyone in the family, especially children, well away while you prepare 
his food and while he is eating.  

3. NEVER touch him or his food bowl while he is eating.  
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4. Never make him ‘sit’ or ‘wait’ or do fancy tricks before he has his food. It 
means nothing to him but just increases his stress levels - and why would you 
want to do that?  

5. He is not a thief. He is someone who is terrified that he will face starvation 
again. So if he takes food, do not be cross with him. Be cross with yourself for 
leaving it within reach. The same goes if he raids the bin.  

6. If he has got hold of something you don’t want him to have, distract him with a 
titbit while the item is removed from his reach. Avoid confrontation.  

7. Do not eat snacks at his level i.e. on the sofa. Sit at the table to eat until he 
really understands that your food is not for him and block him from getting 
under the table by using chairs or your legs.  

8. Do not feed him titbits from your own food or give him your plates to lick. You 
are trying to help him learn that your food is not his, and this will confuse him.  

9. Don’t let children wander around with food/sweets, as this will make them 
vulnerable.  

10. If you have a toddler eating in a high chair, make sure all food spills are 
cleared up before you lift the toddler down.  

11. If you already have another dog, please be careful with treats in the early 
stages. It may pay to avoid them completely to start with.  

 

Remember that it may take him years to realise 
that there will always be food tomorrow. So make 
these rules a habit. Some greyhounds which come 
out of racing may also display these problems. 
They are kept at minimum weight to race and every 
piece of food in their kennel has been for them. So 
they have to learn that you are the person who 
makes decisions about what they eat and when 
they eat. Most of this is common sense. Imagine 

how your behaviour would develop if you faced constant threat of starvation and had 
to compete for food. Help your rescue dog to live happily for the rest of his life by 
following these simple rules.  
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Responsible Ownership  
Please remember that your dog must wear a 
collar with an identification tag at all times. 
This is a legal requirement.  

When you let him out in the garden off the 
lead the first few times, pop his muzzle on 
and for added security, you can also attach 
a bell to his collar. The bell and muzzle will 
give local cats and wildlife a chance to 
register that a fast dog has moved in. Even if 

your dog is cat friendly, he will regard other visiting cats in his garden as fair game.  

When you walk him in public, he must be muzzled at first. Remember, some grey- 
hounds may have recently come from the race track where they have learned that 
chasing small furry things with a view to kill is the right thing to do. It will take him 
time to learn that you want a different response. If people 
you meet seem frightened by the fact that he is wearing a 
muzzle, do take time to explain that he is not a dangerous 
dog but that you are a responsible dog owner with a 
rescue dog. Never let a child hold the lead. These dogs 
often have huge power and acceleration and could, on 
seeing a cat, rush into the road dragging your child into 
danger. Never use an extending lead.  

Please spend time teaching your dog recall. He may never have learned his name 
or been off the lead before, except on the racetrack. However good his recall is at 
home, when he is out and he sees a rabbit, he will forget all that he has learned, so 
it will be some time before you will be able to let him off the lead. When you finally 
feel he is ready to be let off, find a safe, enclosed space where you can do it. Keep 
his muzzle on in case someone’s kitten should wander across his path. Have titbits 
ready. He will be very fast and it is very scary to see the speed at which these dogs 
can disappear into the distance so, if in doubt — don’t let him off. When he returns, 
give him praise and a titbit and let him mooch off again. Otherwise he will soon learn 
not to come back, if it means being put on the lead straight away. Some owners 
decide to re-name their new dog.  This is fine; however do make sure that your dog 
gets to know its new name and practice recall using it. 

It takes time to rehabilitate sighthounds to be safe off the lead, so please be patient. 
Don’t worry if your dog is only getting lead walks. The world outside kennels is a big 
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scary place and they will feel safer on a lead beside you for a while anyway.  
Greyhounds are sprint dogs and do not need lots of exercise. Their favourite pastime is 
sleeping on a nice soft bed. Lurchers may have greater exercise requirements but in 
both cases, it pays to be patient and ensure that your dog is exercised safely.  

Please arrange insurance for your dog. He may get ill or injured and you could suddenly 
face huge vet bills. He may also cause an accident and liability insurance is therefore 
essential. Never leave your dog tied up outside a shop or unattended in your garden. 
These dogs can be highly valued and frequently stolen for illegal racing or for ransom. It 
sounds melodramatic but it is true.  

PLEASE NOTE  GRW advises against the use of extending leads. Sighthounds can 
reach over 40 mph in 6 seconds. This sudden acceleration can result in a broken arm 
for the handler and/or a damaged or broken neck for the dog.  

Greyhound Care and Health  
Bedding: Your sighthound will like a soft thick bed, such as an old duvet. They like to 
stretch out, so they sometimes find basket type beds too restrictive. They will make a 
beeline for the sofa, so if you don’t want them to use it you will need to set some ground 
rules. Putting obstacles on the sofa when you are not in the room will help.  

Teeth: Your dog will have been checked by a vet and given dental treatment where 
required, whilst in our care. Chews will help to keep teeth healthy and you can use 
special dog toothpaste to gently brush his teeth clean. Do not use human toothpaste.  

Fleas: Your dog will have been checked for fleas and treated whilst in our kennels but 
fleas can be difficult to shift if a dog has had a large infestation, so do keep rechecking 
and make sure you use a good flea preparation provided by your vet. Off-the-shelf 
preparations are not strong enough.  

Feet: Sighthound claws need regular trimming. If this is neglected the dog will walk 
awkwardly, causing problems. Before attempting to do it yourself, it is best to let your vet 
do it first while you watch. Sighthounds often have soft feet from having been exercised 
on sand tracks during their racing career. Beware of walking them so much that their 
feet get sore. You can harden their feet by massaging with surgical spirit daily for a few 
weeks.  

Collars: You will need to have a collar ready when you collect 
your dog. Most people buy the wide greyhound/lurcher collars. As 
a rough guide, a small sighthound will need a size 5 and a very 
big one will need a size 7. Sighthounds have tapered necks and 

tiny ears, so a loose collar can easily slip over their heads. 

Page 10 



Welcome and Adoption Toolkit 

Make sure that the collar is adjusted whilst it is at the top of the neck and cannot 
slide off. If in doubt, or if you have a nervous dog, use a harness as well. You can 
get a lead which will clip to both the collar and the harness and keep your dog really 
safe. For safety, we advise against the use of extending leads.  

Injuries: Your dog may have been retired from racing or found straying, with an 
injury. The centrifugal forces of the sharp bends on the track put enormous strain on 
greyhound’s wrist joints and toes. Injury may be caused by falling or colliding with 
other dogs at speed. This will not always be obvious but, just like us; your dog may 
become prone to arthritis later on. Lurchers may have been worked from a young 
age and may also suffer later in life.  

Vaccinations: Your dog will come with an up to date vaccination card. It is a GRW 
requirement that the yearly vaccination booster is kept up to date at all times.  

Worming: Please remember to worm your dog regularly; worming is generally 
required every 3 months. A vet will advise you. 

Coat/Skin: Greyhounds and lurchers, often come to us with bald patches where 
they have been lying on the hard floor in kennels. Sometimes their coats are patchy 
and scurfy. You will find that once they are in a home, they will lose this kennel coat 
and a beautiful shiny, sleek coat will appear. Grooming and good feeding (see 
feeding guidelines) will help speed up this process.  

Insurance: GRW recommend that you take out medical insurance for your dog.  We 
believe it is a good idea as it gives you the benefit of basing any treatment required 
on the best interests of your dog rather than having to make any decisions based on 
cost. 

Homing a Dog with Young Children  
When any dog enters a new home, whether it is a puppy or 
an older rescue dog, it is important that parents put the 
following rules in place to help keep their children safe:  

 Children should know that they must not go near the 
dog when it is eating — be it either a meal or bone.  

 Children should know that they must not go near the 
dog when it is in its own bed-  or what it may regard as its 
own bed i.e. a particular chair or sofa.  

 If your child wishes to play with the dog, instead of 
invading the dog’s space he should invite the dog into 
his/her own space. The child should keep the play short Page 11 
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and end the play by turning away from the dog before the dog has to find a way 
of ending the play themselves.  

 Children must know to move away immediately after a warning growl.  

 Young children should never be left unsupervised with any dog.  

Just like us, dogs sometimes don’t like to have their space invaded. Just like us, the 
nicest dogs can have an off day.  

A dog that walks away or growls has had enough interaction. If we don’t notice these 
subtle requests, a dog has only one more way of asking us to leave him alone. Ask 
children to respect your dog’s space and help keep them safe.  

Other Dogs  
A greyhound will have spent much of his time in kennels (a greyhound may have spent 
its entire life with only other greyhounds). Greyhounds are not fighting dogs and any 
greyhound that shows a tendency to fight, is banned from the race track for life. It is 
likely that your greyhound will find other types of dogs completely new and 
different, and even something to be scared of or to growl at. Lurchers may have 
spent their lives with other sighthounds, an assortment of different breeds or been kept 
kennelled alone, so it is best to assume that they will also need careful introductions to 
other dogs until you know them well.  

Initially, always have a muzzle on your dog when meeting other dogs until he is 
used to meeting them calmly. Never ‘introduce’ your dog to other dogs. If you stand 
back and let your dog investigate the other dog, you are putting him in the front line. 
It’s like saying “There you are, there’s another dog. What are you going to do about it? 
It’s your problem”. Instead, shorten your lead so your dog is close beside you. Put 
yourself between your dog and the other dog and keep walking purposefully ahead. 
This way you are being a role model. Your body language is saying “I am not bothered 
about this other dog, so you needn’t be either.”  

If another dog is coming to your home, make sure the dogs first meet on neutral 
ground. Again, do not ‘introduce’ your dogs. Simply put yourself between the dogs and 
go straight into walking together. Make the walk purposeful; give your dog something 
else to focus on (i.e. the walk). When you get back to the house go straight to the 
garden and, if all is going well, let the dogs off the lead in the garden but keep the 
muzzle on. They may chase each other wildly, so make sure there is nothing lying 
around that they can hurt themselves on. There may be a few grumbles while they are 
sorting out who is who, don’t worry, it’s normal. When they come into the house the 

Page 12 



Welcome and Adoption Toolkit 

dog that already lives there might find this stressful. Give them plenty of space. Do 
not give out treats (that is when fights start) and do not take the muzzle off until you 
are happy that they have settled together.  

 If at first your dog appears stressed and seems aggressive when he sees other 
dogs out on walks and walking purposefully past is really difficult to do, turn and 
walk away until the other dog has gone. This will help your dog realise that you are 
not going to put him in the front line but that you are going to help him deal with the 
problem.  

 Don’t expect two dogs to live together happily immediately. If you are going out or 
leaving them for the night, it is best to leave them in separate rooms until you are 
sure they are ok together.  

 Dogs may not share treats or toys until they know each other well. Just like children, 
2 dogs may argue over 1 toy and they always want the toy the other one has!  

When You Go Out 
Some dogs do not cope well with being left at home alone. If you come back to a 
pile of poo, or irate neighbours who have been deafened by a crying dog, or chewed 
up furniture, please, please do not chastise the dog. He did it because he couldn’t 
cope and he will be even more stressed the next time you leave him and the results 
will be worse.  

 You can deal with this by treating the symptoms, by putting him in a ‘damage 
limitation zone’ such as an indoor kennel or a utility room when you go out. Give him 
toys — or, better still, toys like ‘Kongs’ stuffed with treats — and leave the radio on  

 Or, you can be really clever and solve the underlying problem. Is he suffering from 
anxiety at being left alone, or is he bored?  

If it is anxiety, treat the symptoms as above and make sure you make no fuss when 
you leave him. Just pick up your keys and go. Say nothing. When you come back in, 
do the same. Ignore him completely until he relaxes (yawns, stretches, blinks or lies 
down), then reward him by making a fuss of him. In this way you are informing him 
that he need not worry, you can come and go as you please but that you will come 
back.  

If boredom is causing the problem, take him for a long walk and make sure he has 
had plenty of games. Greyhounds are bred to hunt, chase, catch and kill.  
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Games  
Some dogs take a while to understand the games but they will increase in fun and 
excitement once they have got the hang of it. Some favourites are:  

Hide and seek: Get someone to hold him while you hide, then keep calling him 
invitingly till he finds you.  

Hunt the treat: Hide treats around the garden and encourage him to rush round finding 
them.  

Fetch-a-toy: You will need to work on teaching this but eventually he will get it  

You can of course be totally clever and avoid this becoming a problem from the start! 
From day one, build up separation in small steps. Pop out of the room and shut the 
door. Wait silently until he stops fussing for a few seconds, then go straight back in and 
reward him.  

Next time, make it a bit longer until he understands that you will be coming back as long 
as he waits quietly. Now build up into leaving the house for a few minutes and gradually 
lengthen the time you are away. Never come back in if he is making a fuss. Always wait 
until it is quiet, and then give immediate praise. If there is a poo, or damage, do not 
make a fuss. If you are calm, he will learn from you.  

Or you can be a total genius by doing all of these things! Whatever you may think, 
remember that dogs do not know when they have done something wrong, they just act 
as if they do because they sense that you are angry. Dogs do not understand that 
chewing something is wrong, they are just comfort eating. Dogs do not sulk, they just 
sense your mood. If dogs were that clever, they would be running the world.  

The Indoor Kennel or Dog Crate  
An indoor kennel is a crate that may be made of wood, plastic or metal, or a 
combination of these. However, metal is preferable as it is indestructible and easy to 
clean. Metal crates normally fold up when not in use and are easily portable. Many have 
a plastic tray in the base, so that any soiling during training does not leak onto the floor. 
The kennel must be big enough for the dog to have sufficient space in which to stand 
up, turn around and lie down. Indoor kennels are not at all cruel if used properly and are 
of an appropriate size. It can help the dog fulfil its natural need to have a den of its own.  

Dogs in the wild will find either a cave or dig a small secluded pit in the ground in which 
to sleep or just relax, away from the world. The crate will become his den and will be a 
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safe place for your dog to be; it is his retreat from the world. Until he is housetrained and 
can be trusted not to destroy your home, it is a safe place to leave him when you are out. 
Even after he is trained and can be trusted, you may find him curled up happily asleep in it if 
he has free access to it. The crate should never be used as punishment.  

We would suggest that initially the crate be positioned in a well-used family room. This 
means that you will have to make comparatively little effort when training the dog to use the 
crate. Once accustomed to it, you will find 
that your dog will settle happily in it 
wherever you put it. In the case of a newly 
adopted dog, the crate should be used 
until the dog understands the house rules 
and until you feel you can trust him. If you 
are using the crate because the dog is 
suffering from separation anxiety, we 
would suggest that you use it on a long-
term basis. The dog will grow to like the 
cage and look for it in moments of need. In 
the first instance, set the crate up in a well-
used area of the house - the lounge or the 
kitchen are good places.  

Leave the door of the crate open and put a comfortable blanket or bed inside. Let the dog 
wander in and out and have a general explore. Do not force the dog. If he is reluctant, put a 
few treats just inside the door. See what happens. Do this throughout the day. Progress to 
putting treats further into the cage and watch what happens. Do not rush things but take it 
slowly. Praise the dog when he makes moves in the right direction and make a fuss of him 
when goes in fully. Once the dog will happily go in and out of the crate, you can begin to add 
a command.  

The next step is to start feeding the dog in the crate. Once he has had several meals in it, 
think about closing the door whilst he is eating. He is unlikely to get upset if his food is in 
there! Do not let him out while he is making a fuss. If he thinks crying means that you will let 
him out, he will do it all the time. Only let him out when he is quiet. In the beginning try to 
keep the time brief so he is caused little or no distress. Gradually lengthen the time, as you 
do when you leave a dog. When leaving him, always make sure that he has got something 
nice to do, that he has had a good amount of exercise and has been to the loo. Your dog 
will try very hard not to go to the Ioo in the crate but if you leave him for too long he will have 
no choice. Do not blame him if he has an accident.  

You will find that in time, if you leave the crate with the door open, he will begin to use it 
when he fancies a snooze or he has taken something and wants to escape from you or 
when he just wants some quiet time! In fact, given the opportunity, many dogs will choose to 
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use them as their sleeping quarters even when fully house trained and in such cases the 
door need not be secured.  

Cats and other Small Animals 
All breeds of dog are interested in chasing cats — but sighthounds are so much faster, 
that they stand a far greater chance of catching them! Yet many sighthounds settle with 

cats and poultry and it is one of the most important issues to 
deal with when you first adopt a dog. Always be aware that 
although your dog may be completely safe with his own family 
cat - or even rabbit, off territory, he may view anything that runs 
as fair game - so be prepared!  

Your sighthound may be classed as ‘cat friendly’ when he first 
arrives with you but it is imperative that sensible precautions 
are taken until you are confident of your dog’s temperament. It 
is not advisable to leave your dog alone with your cat in the 

initial stages.  

If you have a keen sighthound, it can take considerable time before you can trust him/her 
with a cat. Always keep your dog muzzled and on a tight collar and lead when you 
make the introduction.  

Some cats will spend many months watching the dog from the highest and furthest place 
possible; others might be willing to give the newcomer a blow to show who’s boss. It 
should not be forgotten that we have two temperaments to work with in this introduction.  

If a cat is not used to dogs in its home, there is a risk that it might pack its bags and leave 
home. It is essential to ensure that the cat has a collar and identity disc to cover this 
possibility. When you think you are making progress, take off the muzzle, keep the tight 
collar and lead on and feed your greyhound and cat together. By doing this, they are 
alongside each other but do not have their minds on each other.  

When you are feeling more confident, put the muzzle back on and take away the collar 
and lead. In time, the muzzle may also be removed. Your sighthound will accept your 
rules and accept your cat as a member of the family. Nevertheless, a warning should be 
sounded: cats outside the home may well still be regarded as fair game for a chase and 
possible attack, so all necessary precautions should be taken.  
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Introducing your Dog to your Cat 
 Use the muzzle provided, and 

have the dog on a lead.  

 Make sure the dog and cat  
meet right from the start, 
preferably in a small room and 
ensure the cat cannot run away 
during the introduction, as this 
will promote a chase instinct in your dog before they are both aware that they are 
members of the same family and need to get on.  

 Stroke the cat, then the dog— you are passing the scent from one to the other. Keep 
introducing the cat to the dog to gauge his interest. Try to allow the cat to walk 
through his legs and then raise the cat to eye level so they can make eye contact. 
Ensure the safety of the dog’s eyes, if the cat is showing any signs of aggression. 

 At this point, if all the signs are right i.e. the dog has acknowledged the cat but is 
either frightened of it or is gently wagging their tail, it is time to remove the muzzle but 
keep the dog on the lead and go through the previous steps again. 

 When you are again happy with the reaction, reverse the precautions and have the 
muzzle on but without the lead. By this time the cat and dog should be getting the 
message that they are going to need to get on, as they are both part of the same 
family. 

Remember, cats will be fair game if they are out of their home environment. It is all about 
the dog recognising the cat as part of its family. This bonding process must still take place 
even for a dog that has lived with cats in a previous home. Do not shut the cat away, as 
this promotes greater interest.  

The cat’s reaction is also important and can make or break the situation. We have had 
dogs returned to us because they are being terrorised by cats. Do not let the dog and cat 
go out in the garden together at first. This should only happen when you are fully happy 
with their reaction to each other. If a cat comes hurtling over a fence, the dog may not 
recognise it as the family cat and a chase situation could occur.  

At no time, should the dog and cat be allowed to play ‘chase’ games.  

As the other key fact is the dog recognising the cat as part of its new family, it must be 
remembered that the dog is not going to get on with other people’s cats unless they are 
introduced in the correct way.  

Page 17 



Welcome and Adoption Toolkit 

If you are worried about neighbours’ cats, check the garden before letting the dog out and 
make a noise which the cats will learn to associate with the dog being around, e.g. lightly 
banging an object, ringing a small bell or placing a bell on the dog’s collar. The cats will soon 
avoid the garden when they know of the dog’s presence. If your street is full of cats, use the 
muzzle provided, especially at first when you need to gauge the interest of the dog when going 
for walks. Muzzles are widely used on all  breeds and most people are now aware that they are 
used by responsible owners and that it does not mean the dog is aggressive. Remember, most 
dogs do not get on with cats. If you went to a dog-pound kennel there would be all breeds and 
most dogs would not be suitable to live with cats.  

Please Remember  
If you experience any problems with settling your 
new dog and your questions have not already 
been answered by this booklet or you simply need 
more support, then please get in touch.  

Call your home visitor or our helpline 0300 0123 
999 and you will have access to advice from 
members who have many years of experience of 
working with rescue greyhounds and lurchers.  
Alternatively you can email GRW at 
info@greyhoundrescuewales.co.uk  
with your questions or issues.  

 

Do not struggle alone …  we are there to help you  

About GRW 
Greyhound Rescue Wales began in 1993 with a small group of people trying to rescue 
Greyhounds and Lurchers in the Swansea area. Over the next few years the organisation grew 
quickly and attracted support from many parts of Wales. Greyhound Rescue Wales became a 
registered charity in 1996 when it became able to cover the whole of Wales. 

Greyhound Rescue Wales is a democratic organisation managed by a board of trustees, the 
Executive Committee members of which are elected annually at an Annual General meeting of 
members. We have to raise all our money ourselves and we make sure it goes a long way. We 
pride ourselves on our cost-effectiveness and this is only possible because of the dedication of 
our volunteers. 
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Keeping in touch and helping GRW 

Membership 

As an adopter of one of our dogs you are automatically entitled to a full year of membership of 
GRW.  This means you will receive our twice yearly ‘Greyhound Express’ magazine and, if you 
have supplied an email address, our bi-monthly e-newsletter. Also you will be able to attend 
our AGM and vote on any motions, as well as the election of the Executive who act as the 
Trustees of the Charity. 

Facebook 

We have a Facebook group Become a Supporter of Greyhound Rescue Wales’   for 
anyone who would like to know more about the work of Greyhound Rescue Wales. It is 
a great way to keep in touch and let everyone know how your hound is getting on.  

Web site 

The GRW website  is a vital place for information, guidance and keeping us up to date with 
your information. Please visit it regularly  - www.greyhoundrescuewales.co.uk 

Volunteering 

All our work depends on the efforts of people who volunteer their time. If you are able to help 
we would love to hear from you.  Some areas where you might be able to help include: 

 Home visiting (visiting & assessing prospective owners; training given ) Transporting of 
dogs  

 Taking telephone calls on the GRW telephone line  
 Fostering a dog  
 Adopting a dog  
 Helping out at shows & events  
 Organising shows & events of your own  
 Supermarket collections  
 Street Collections  

Llandudno October 
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Thank You 

Greyhound Rescue Wales would like to thank Greyhound Rescue West of England (GRWE) for 
their kind use of their booklet “Guidelines for a New Home” on which this document is heavily 
based. 
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